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this one obtain, in a single night, the necessaries for the enter-
tainment of so many people ? and how has he prepared them ?
This secret is not to be understood.' Having said this, and taken
leave, he went to his own house, and sent a' Brahman, telling him
this, l Divinity ! do you go to the house of Jamadagni, and bring
the secret of this matter, by whose power he, in the course of a
single day, invited and entertained me and my army.7 On
hearing these words, the Bnlhman quickly went, saw, and
returned, and said to Sahasrarjun, l Maharaj ! Kamadhenu is in
his house ; by her power he in a single day invited and enter-
tained you.' Having heard this news, Sahasrarjun said to that
Brahman, ' Divinity ! do you go and say from me to Jamadagni,
that Sahasrarjun has asked for Kamadhenu.'

u On hearing the words, that Brahman took the message and
went to the sage, and told him what Sahasrarjun had said. The
sage replied, * The cow is not mine that I should give it ; this is
the property of Raja Indra ; I am unable to give it to him ; do
you go and tell your king so.' On these words being said, the
Brahman came and said to Raja Sahasrarjun, c Maharaj ! the sage
has said, that. Kamadhenu is not his ; that it belongs to Raji
Indra, and that he is unable to give it.' As soon as these words
had issued from the mouth of the Brahman, Sahasrarjun sum-
moned several of his warriors, and said to them, * Do you go at
once, and release Kamadhenu from the house of Jamadagni and
bring it.'

" Having received the command of their master, the warriors
went to the place of the sage, and when they, having released
Dhenu, in the presence of Jamadagni, took it away, the sage ran,
and going into the path, stopped Kamadhenu. On receiving this
intelligence, Sahasrarjun angrily came, and cut off the sage's head.
Kamadhenu fled, and went to Indra's abode. Renuka came and
stood near her husband.

She tore the hair of her head, and rolled about ; holding his

feet, she gave way to despair ;
Crying aloud, she beat her breast; calling out l Husband !

husband 1' she lamented.

" Then having heard the lamentation and weeping of Renuka,
the guardians of the ten regions trembled, and the seat on which
Parasuram was performing penan.ce shook, and his meditation
was disturbed. On the interruption of the meditation, Parasuram
Ji bethought him, took his axe, and came to the spot where his
father's corpse was lying, and his mother was standing beating
[her breast]. On seeing this, Parasuram Ji became very angry ;
hereupon Renuka, weeping continuously, related to her son all
the secret of the slaughter of his father. On hearing this matter,
Parasuram Ji, saying this to his mother, went where Sahasrarjun
was seated in his assembly, ' Mother ! first I will go kill my